
W EST LAKE UNIO N PA TH W AY  ART
Th e  W e st Lak e  Union Path w ay is a dauntingly
long and narrow  site  for w h ich  to plan artw ork . It is also
one  of th e  m ost inte re sting are as of th e  city. Th is sh ore  of
Lak e  Union h as be e n radically ch ange d in th e  last
ce ntury, transform e d from  a tre e d cliff plunging ste e ply
into th e  w ate r w ith  a sh allow  m arsh  at th e  south  e nd, to
an industrial and com m e rcial railroad/m arine
e nvironm e nt. Its re ce nt h istory  is a m icrocosm  of Se attle ’s
de ve lopm e nt, full of com pe lling narrative s and
pe rsonalitie s.

Th e  artw ork  w ill re ve al glim pse s of th e se  storie s and
pe ople , using m ate rials— m any salvage d— th at re call
railroad, lum be r m ill, re side ntial and industrial use s of
W e stlak e  A ve nue  North . It consists of guardrail, paving,
and se ating:

G uardrail: Th e  artist-de signe d railing, funde d from
Se atran’s budge t, re place s 768 line al fe e t of standard
railing in th e  City’s plans for th e  path w ay. Th e  ne w  railing
w ill be  fabricate d from  galvanize d ste e l W -be am s,
ch anne l, sq uare  tubing and crim pe d m e tal m e sh . A  fe w
le ngth s of galvanize d railroad rail w ill also be
incorporate d. In are as along th e  w ate r side , th e  railing
w ill be  toppe d w ith  an angle d “le aning rail” m ade  of
re cycle d D ouglas Fir. Stainle ss ste e l plate s e tch e d w ith
w ords w ill cove r th e  joints be tw e e n th e  fir plank s. Th e
railing is locate d at tw o ne w  vie w points w h ich  w ill be
built along th e  path w ay, and at tw o oth e r place s w ith
good vie w s across th e  lak e .
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Paving: Se ctions of th e  path w ay w ill be  e nh ance d w ith
colore d concre te , and inlaid bronze  w ords. Se ve ral are as
w ill incorporate  salvage d le ngth s of th e  railroad rail
w h ich  Se atran’s contractor is re m oving from  th e  site . Th e
rail w ill be  se t in place s w h e re  th e  ne w  path w ay
coincide s w ith  th e  old railroad, along w ith  w ords about
th e  W e stlak e  A ve nue  North  rail h istory. In oth e r are as, th e
locations of som e  of th e  ne w  storm  w ate r line s and
tre atm e nt units running unde rne ath  w ill be  m ark e d in th e
pave m e nt w ith  color and w ords about w ate r. Eigh t or
m ore  are as of concre te  paving w ill be  block e d out by
Se atran’s contractor, and com ple te d by th e  artist’s
contractor. Som e  concre te  se ctions w ill be  pre fabricate d
in th e  artist’s studio.

S e ating: A rtist-de signe d be nch e s w ill be  installe d at five
locations: 1]th e  ne w  vie w point at W ate rw ay Num be r
O ne , 2]th e  ne w  vie w point at Crock e tt Stre e t, 3]th e
inte rse ction w ith  M cG raw  Stre e t, 4]th e  inte rse ction w ith
G ale r Stre e t, and anoth e r location, to be  de te rm ine d.
Tw o type s of be nch e s w ill be  m ade  from  salvage d
D ouglas fir be am s and plank s, and railroad rail salvage d
from  th e  site .

Fabricators  include  Se ide lh ube r Iron, guardrail and m e tal
be nch  parts; Cutting Te ch nologie s, brass and stainle ss
ste e l le tte rs; W e ste rn M e tal A rts, e tch e d stainle ss ste e l
plate s; and Tom  Salisbury , re cycle d D ouglas Fir finish ing
and asse m blage .
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TH E W O RLD  TURNS SO FTLY

NO T TO  SPILL ITS LA K ES A ND  RIVERS,

TH E W A TER IS  H ELD  IN ITS  ARMS

A ND  TH E SK Y  IS  H ELD  IN TH E W A TER.

W H A T IS  W A TER, TH A T PO URS SILVER,

A ND  C A N H O LD  TH E SK Y ?
— H ilda Conk ling, W ate r



BLUE-JAY  CO M ING  A LO NG  A D M IRED

TH E W O RK  O F BO A T BUILD ING  A ND

W ISH ED  TO  LEARN H O W  TO  D O  TH E

SAME — Joh n Xot, Puyallup Tribe



I FO UND  H ER UP IN M A RYSVILLE IN TH E

M UD FLA TS  W ITH  W A TER RUNNING  IN

A ND  O UT O F H ER, A ND  I FIXED  H ER UP.

SH E H A D  BEEN A RUMRUNNER, A

PA TRO L BO A T, A  D ENTA L M ISSIO NARY

BO A T, A ND  A  LO VELY BRO TH EL IN

SO UTH EAST A LASK A . EVERY W H ERE I

W ENT O LD TIM ERS W O ULD  S A Y  IS  TH A T

TH E ELSIE? — D ick  M ille r



A S H IP IN H ARBO R IS  SAFE, BUT TH A T IS

NO T W H A T S H IPS  ARE BUILT FO R.
— Joh n A . S h e dd



D URING  TH E W EEK  W H A T W O ULD

H A PPEN IS TH E D A Y  JO B W O ULD  TA K E

UP CARS AND  S PO T TH EM AT TH E

D IFFERENT IND USTRIES, A ND  TH EN TH E

A FTERNO O N JO B TH A T I W A S O N— W E

W O ULD  G O  UP A ND  D IG  O UT TH E

EMPTIES A ND  BRING  TH EM BACK
— Larry  Linnane , North e rn Pacific Sw itch  Fore m an



JUST A  SW ITCH ING  TRACK
— Jam e s  M atts on, S w itch  Fore m an



W H O EVER YO U ARE, M O TIO N A ND

REFLECTIO N ARE ESPECIA LLY FO R YO U,

TH E D IVINE SH IP SAILS TH E D IVINE SEA

FO R YO U.
— W alt W h itm an, Song of th e  Rolling Earth



A  TRAIN W O ULD  BE CO M ING  BY—

H ELL, TH EY’D  A LWAYS  CO M E BY  AT NO O N

O R D INNERTIM E— A ND  S O M E JO K ER

W O ULD  H A VE H IS CAR O N TH E TRACK S.

TH E TRAIN W O ULD  H A VE TO  STO P. IT W O ULD

D RIVE YO U CRAZY SEEING  TH E PEO PLE

CLIM BING  O VER TH E CO UPLINGS.
— Joh n Franco


